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METHODIST MISSIONS. 


Report for the year 1817, of the Executive Committee for the man- 
agement of the missions, first commenced by the Rev. John Wes- 
ley, the Rev. Dr. Coke, and others; and now carried on under 
the direction of the Methodist Conference. 


(Continued from page 198, vol. $.) 
AFRICA. 


S1rrra-Leone.—To this colony Mr. and Mrs. Brown sailed 
in October, and arrived in December. Mr. Brown reports that the 
society has 115 members, and that 24 others, having received good 
impressions, are on trial. “I have made,” he observes, “some ex- 
ertions to extend our sphere of labour. We have a small wattled 
meeting-house, in Portuguese Town, nearly finished, and two per- 
sons have been admitted on trial, the first fruits of the first country 
society belonging to us in the colony. Also in'Soldier’s Town, where 
all the black soldierstlivey I have begun tv preach every Thursday 
evening. My congregation is from 50 to 100, who are very atten- 
tive. Thave proposed to them to build a wattled meeting-house 
also, and these two meeting-houses will serve both for publick wor- 
ship and for schools.” 

Mr. Brown has also visited most of the towns, as they are called, 
in the neighbourhood; and the Committee hope that this plan of 
itinerating will be made useful to many who would not otherwise 
seek out for religious instruction. 

The school conducted under the superintendance of Mr. Davies, 
according to the last report, contained upwards of 144 recaptured 
girls, instructed in reading, writing, sewing, knitting, &c. Some 
of the girls taught in this school have been sent out to service, and 
others have been married.. In the minds of all, it is hoped, the seeds 
of knowledgeand piety are sown, which, in their produce, will min- 
ister to their happiness and eternal welfare. 

The Committee trust that their labours, united with those of the 
excellent men of other denominations labouring in the same colony, 
“— with their immediate benefits, providing the elements of the 
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future instruction and the moral renovation of the population of the 
western part of the vast continent of Africa.* 

Soutn Arrica.—The Cape of Good Hope is at present without 
a missionary; but the societies in the colony are under the care of 
some pious and useful local preachers. Mr. Shaw, the missionary 
sent to that station, led by a strong desire to preach the Gospel to 
the heathen in the interiour, has, with the consent of the committee, 
fixed his residence among the Little Namaquas, a tribe of Hottentots, 
residing near and upon the Kameis mountains. Encouraged by a 
pious missionary employed by the London Missionary Society, he 
and his excellent and intrepid wife, left the Cape, for the interiour, 
in a waggon drawn by oxen, without any particular designation; but 
having Rook met by a chief of the Little Namaqua tribe, who with 
some of his people were proceeding to the Cape in search of a mis- 
sionary, whom they might invite to reside among them, he regarded 
this as a providential indication, and consented to go with him to 
instruct his people. He has commenced building a house for him- 
self, and a place for divine worship. The Hottentots appear not 
only willing, but eager to be instructed; ‘a people prepared for the 
Lord;”’ and the religious meetings which Mr. Shaw has already held 
w'th them, have been accompanied with powerful manifestations of 
the Divine influence. The hearts of his hearers appear to have 
deeply felt the power of the word of God, and the voice of prayer 
and praise to the true God and Saviour, has begun to gladden the 
wilds of that part of degraded Africa.t+ 

The reason why another missionary has not been sent to Cape 
Town in the place of Mr. Shaw is, that so many obstacles had been 
opposed to the labours of Mr. Shaw aad his predecessor, as to ren- 
der their residence there comparatively useless. These difficulties 
are, it is hoped, in the course of removal, and when liberty is 
obtained for the exercise of a missionary mifiistry, the Committee 
will recommend the appointment of a zealous and well qualified 
missionary to a colony, which is daily increasing in population and 
importance; and which, in addition to 11,000 white persons, con- 
tains not fewer than 9000 blacks and people of colour. The pre- 
vention of tle instruction of the Cape negroes by missionaries is the 
more deeply to be regretted, as the Mahometan priests jfrom the 
interiour have been actively and successfully engaged in making a 

rey of their ignorance, and turning them to the delusions of the 
false prophet. 

Africa has also presented to the Committee a new and important 
station in the extensive island of Madagascar, containing about four 
millions of inhabitants, is a partial state of civilization, and among 


* Since this report was presented, the Committee have received the 
painfu) intelligence of the death of Mrs. Brown, and the sickness of her 
husband and of Mr. Davies; both of whom have had new attacks of fever. 
Mr. Brown and Mr. Davies are, however, it is hoped, recovering. Mrs. 
Brown died in the consolations and hopes of the Gospel; but her loss will 
be greatly felt in the school department. 

t Since the Conference, Mr. Edwards has sailed to join Mr. Shaw. 
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whom, through the influence and protection of the British govern- 
ment in the Mauritius, an opportunity of a very favourable appear- 
ance has occured to communicate to them the blessings of our di- 
vine religion. ‘To this work, the Managing Committee have been 
invited by a truly christian and liberal letter from the Governour of 
the Mauritius to T. Thompson, Esq. one of the General Treasurers. 
No opening to the pagan of that island, of so favourable a kind, has 
perhaps before occurred. By the liberality of the Governour, and 
other gentlemen of the Mauritius, copious vocabularies of the lan- 
guage, and authentick information respecting the character,manners, 
and opinions of the natives, have been offered to the missionaries 
who may be appointed, and thus the best facilities will be afforded 
them to obtain the language of the island, and in that to declare to 
its inhabitants “the wonderful works of God.” 
AMERICA. 

Britisn Cotonres 1n THE West Inp1rs.—The state of the 
West India mission; so interesting to religion and humanity, has 
been a subject of no inconsiderable anxiety to the Committee during 
the last year. Its successes, throuxh the divine blessing still con- 
tinue, aud every year presents opportunities for the enlargement of 


its ministrations to the moral wants of the pagan slaves of our culo- ° 


nies. But in some of the islands it has had to contend with more 
than ordinary opposition; and the missionaries, almost in ever 
place, have been placed in circumstances of suspicion and heaurd, 
through the active measures of the enemies of missions, and the 
effect of those publications, whith, either in utter ignorance of the 
case, or in despite of all contrary evidence, have held up their la- 
bours as fraught with danger rat | mischief to the interests of the 
colonies. If the probable result of this is, that the character of that 
mission will be better known and appreciated, and even this oppo- 
sition shall “turn out to the furtherance of the Gospel,”’ in those 
dark places of the British empire, it will call for new acknowlelge- 
ments to him who “maketh the wrath of man to praise him,” and 
against whom there is no knowledge or counsel. 

The activity of several publications to misrepresent the opera- 
tions of missions to the colonies in general, and to the Wesleyan 
missions in particular, claimed the earliest attention of the Com- 


‘mittee, after they entered upon the duties assigned them by the 


Conference. Means were taken to collect evidence, both from 
those persons in England who had formerly been employed as mis- 
sionaries in the West Indies; from the missionaries at that time em- 
ployed there; and from other persons unconnected with the mission 
as to the neglected condition of the negroes, the conduct and 
jabours of the missionaries, and the effects produced on the moral 
state and habits of the slaves to whom they had devoted their mi- 
nistry. On these subjects the Committee themselves had no doubts 
to remove, but it was thought necessary, that attacks so formal and 
frequent should be met by explicit and direct evidence. The result 
of these inquires was given to the publick, and the principal points 
which the Committee conceive to have been thus esteltishel tte 
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ihe gross ignorance and vicious manners of the pagan negro popu- 
lation of the British Islands; their utterly neglected state, as to re- 
ligious instruction, in most cases by all, except Methodist missiona- 
ries; and the salutary effects produced by religious instruction upon 
their dispositions, morals, general comfort. industry, and content- 
edness. Numerous facts in proof of these particulars are stated, 
whilst not a single proveable fact is adduced in support of the inju- 
rious allegations, boldly and wantonly made by those whose object 
appears to be to shut up the slave in his pagan darkness, and to de- 
ny to him, in both worlds, the consolations and hopes of a religion, 
which they themselves, nevertheless, strangely profess. This inves- 
tigation has also shown, that there are in the’ West Indies a great 
number of respectable white inhabitants, owners of slaves, proprie- 
tors of estates, or connected with them, who have given great coun- 
tenance and support to the mission, from their own experience of 
its beneficial effects upon the negro population; and many of them 
have furnished the Committee with their written testimonies on this 
subject; documents which have not as yet been made publick, but 
may be published at a future time, as additional corroborations of 
the evidence in favour of the mission, should circumstances render 
it necessary. In some of the islands, the only effects produced by 
the inflammatory and illiberal writings of the anti-mission party at 
home, have been to excite inquiries, not before made, into the Jos- 
trines and the characters of the missionaries, which, in not a few 
cases, have issued in obtaining for them additional encouragement. 
In others, this party “have had their reward.” Without shaking 
the attachment of the former friends of the mission in any of the 
islands, without producing any effect upon the minds of dispas- 
sionate and observing men, they have, however, given occasion to 
those who, without any inquiry, suffer their suspicions to be awa- 
kened by every passing shadow; and to those who appear to act on- 
ly from motives of hostility to religion itself, to call for laws, in 
some instances greatly restrictive of the freedom of religious wor- 
ship and the exertions of missionaries, and in others wholly ob- 
structive of them. ‘To these causes jointly may be attributed the 
message from the Council of St. Vincent’s to the House of Assem- 
bs in May, 1816, recommending embarrassing enactments as to 

ethodist and other missionaries; but which, it appears, was hap- 
pily passed over in the last session, leaving the mission there still 
anfettered.: But the Committee deeply regret to state, that notwith- 
standing the facts which have from time to time been exhibited in 
proof of the excellent effects resulting from the instruction of the 
negroes; and the increased number of friends which the mission has 
been acquiring among the respectable white inhabitants of the colo- 
nies, laws have been passed by the Jamaica Legislature, and the 
Legislature of the Bahama Islands, against certain clauses of which 
it has been thought necessary to petition the British Government, 
whose tolerant spirit, and regard to the religious interests of the 
colonies, supports the confidence, that from every law restrictive of 
religious liberty, and opposed to the pious design of communicating 
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Christianity to the pagan population of the West Indies, the Royal 


eld. 
(To be continued. ) 


assext will be with 





ACCOUNT OF RELIGION IN FRANCE. 


The condition of the French protestants, since the last revolu- 
tion, has excited a deep interest in the minds of all who love reli- 
pee liberty. The Reformed Church in France was once pure in 
aith, fervent in zeal, adorned by pastors distinguished for great 
learning and profound humility; and by members ready to resist, 
and who did resist unto blood. Persecution there raged with almost 
infernal fury. The revocation of the edict of Nantz was a fatal 
blow. It did not however extinguish the protestant church in that 
country. There are now, it is believed, nearly two millions of that 
communion in France. The malignant influences of the spurious 

hilosophy of the past age. have been rn felt among them, and 

ave produced more fatal effects than all that the violence and cru- 
elty of power and bigotry ever accomplished. ‘The church has be- 
come exceedingly corrupt. 

The French reformed are presbyterians, and of course, from the 

snius of their church government, predisposed to republicanism. 

hey were warm friends to the revolution, and favourable to Bona- 
parte, because he favoured liberty of consicence. On the restoration 
of Louis the eighteenth, they were subjected to very great hard- 
ships, and sometimes to most lawless violence. This excited a 
strong sympathy on their behalf, among those of the same faith in 
Great Britain. Large contributions were made both in England 
and Scotland. The communication of this benevolence excited the 
gratitude of the persecuted protestants, and gave great influence to 
the representations made by their benefactors. ‘The result of the 
whole will Powe’ be a revival of evangelical religion in this de- 
partment of the reformed church. They have an academy now 
at Montauban, in which Daniel Encontre, D. D. is principal, and 
professor of theology. We copy froma No. of the Edinburg Chris- 
tian Instructor, recently received, some extracts from a discourse 
addressed to the students by the principal. We doubt not that our 
readers will peruse them with much satisfaction. 

The discourse is on Judges vii. 3—7. 

‘These words naturally present to the mind the afflicted state of 
the Jews, oppressed by the Midianites and the people of Amalek. 
Nor do they appear inapplicable to the present state of the reform- 
ed churches, reduced by degeneracy, division, and indifference, to 
the mgst deplorable condition. So painful a reference, however, is 
soon followed by the animating hope of one day beholding these 
churches united, comforted and restored; for the promises address- 
ed to the church of Christ are as firm as those which belonged to the 
Israelites. But that which has principally engaged my attention, is 
the trial towhich Gideon subjects the warriours who joined his stand- 
ard, and the very smal] number of those who, honourably proved by 
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repeated trials, accomplished the deliverance of their country and 
their own. 

To me it appeared that this passage of sacred history might sug- 
gest a train of useful reflections to those who considered it with 
attention. I shall with all simplicity, make you acquainted with 
my own. . ‘ 

You are, my young friends, the christian warriours called to wage 
unceasing war with the world and its vanities; with the enemy of 
the human race, and his works of darkness; with what the Gospel 
denominates, “the lust of the flesh, the lust of {the eye.” God com- 
mands you to contend for the restoration, life and liberty of the 
church. Like Moses, you are sent to withdraw the Israelites from 
the tranquil, but dangerous and degrading slavery into which they 
are sunk: Like Gideon you must shield them from the attacks of 
the Midianites and the Amalekites, that is, from the multitude of 
errours and vices which lead astray their reason, and debauch their 
senses; which weaken, corrupt, and deprave the noblest faculties of 
the soul. 

God does not respect numbers when he intends victory. The 
thirty-two thousand who rallied round Gideon, were soon reduced 
to ten thousand. Gideon, in conformity to the command of Moses, 
solemnly proclaimed: ‘Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him 
return and depart, and return from Mount Gilead,” and in the 
morning two-and-twenty-thousand withdrew. We make a like 
proclamation, to keep from the soldiery of God, the crowd of the 
undisciplined and cowardly, who would only carry confusion into 
the ranks, and at the first appearance of danger, would abandon the 
holy standard.—When they become candidates for the sacred 
office, we apprise them that the path of the ministry is sown thick 
with thorns; we endeavour to make them sensible that it promises 
no temporal advantages, no worldly honours; that it requires long 
and vigorous studies, and 1s attended with painful labours, constant 
sacrifices and frequent mortifications. They become a prey to fear, 
disgust, and discouragement, and the greater number withdraw. 
Those that remain, manifest, at least, superiour courage, and show 
that they are'influenced by nobler motives. 

But the generous feelings which animates to loftier enterprise, 
does not fully qualify for all the duties it may demand. The ten 
thousand who remained with Gideon were again tried in a manner 
worthy of the simplicity of ancient times. They were led to the 
well Harod. Three hundred smpatient for the contest, heartily 
drank trom the hollow of their hand. ‘To these three hundred, God 
gave the victory over the numerous host of Amalek and Midian. 

You also, my beloved brethren, have submitted to be tried; and 
the trials that await you, seem of a nature to produce dread. Ser- 
mons, expositions of scripture, publick theses, Greek, Hebrew, 
theology, naturai and moral philosophy, history and sacred criti- 
cism. To these we add all religious means adapted to produce and 
cherish in your hearts, the holy and elevated sentiments which con- 
situte the essence of practical christiamty, What knowledge, what 
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talents, what virtues might be theirs who honourably abide the 
trial! They are familiar with the languages of antiquity; they are 
intimate with the science of argumentation; they are qualified to 
draw from the purest and deepest sources of knowledge; they can 
analyse their own ideas, express them with clearness, arrange them 
with method, and can clothe their thoughts in the beauty of lan- 
guage. Deeply impressed with the truth and importance of the 
great doctrines of the Gospel, they are able to defend them, and to 
triumph over the prejudice of ignorance, the sophisms of infidelity, 
and the wilful misrepresentations of errour. Their knowledge of 
church government qualifies them to take upon themselves the ad- 
ministration of the> churches to which they may be called. Their 
serious meditations on practical theology, prepare them to resolve 
the most difficult cases of conscience.—Observation, experience, 
and history, have made them intimately acquainted with human 
nature. Above all, they are animated with an ardent zeal for the 
cause of the gospel.—They regard with deep interest the salvation 
of their fellow-men; they are ready to do or suffer any thing that 
may promote the peace of the church, extend the knowledge of the 
gospel, and advance the kingdom of God and of his Christ. Four 
years of diligent study will give maturity to your reason, and will 
furnish you with the means of appreciating your talents. You will 
learn the extent and the importance of your duties, and will be pre- 
pared for your final examination in this academy. But I would di- 
rect your attention toa more serious and decisive trial. I call you 
not this day to appear before examiners always weak and indul- 
gent. I cite every one to the bar of his own conscience. Weigh seri- 
ously two things in the conduct of Gideon. Before he would place 
himself at the ey of the children of Israel, to lead them against 
the Midianites, he sought to ascertain whether God called bim to 
that duty. He relied neither on himself nor on his family. “ Where- 
with shall I save Israel,”’ said this mighty man of valour; “behold 
my family is the least in Manasseh, and Lam the least in my 
father’s house,” &c. He wanted repeated proofs of the protection 
of God, ere he ventured to encounter the enemy in the full confi- 
dence of victory. You also, my young friends, ere you accept the 
call Of the churches, ascertain first, whether you have been called of 
God. You caunot expect a miracle, such as was necessary among 
a rude people in a barbarous age; but you will ask favours more im- 
portant, and no less decisive. With sincerity you will examine 
whether you believe the truths taught in the gospel: whether, deeply 
and experimentally impressed with their importance, you can ad- 
dress the Saviour in the words of the apostle Peter, ‘Lord thou 
knowest all things, thou knowest that I love thee;” whether (like 
the fleece which Gideon spread on his threshing floor, that became 
wet with dew, while the earth remained parched around) your 
hearts have deen refreshed by divine grace, while surrounded by 
those who, to the unhappiness of being strangers to its influence, 
unite the pride that denies its importance—the rashness that ques- 
tions its effects. 
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Another trait in the conduct of Gideon, equally remarkable amd 
instructive, was his anxiety, having known the will of God, to 
strengthen his own resolutions. He kept no terms with the Midia- 
nites. He openly provoked their hostility; and to render every 
means of accommodation impossible, both for himself and tor the 
people of God, he demolished the altar of Baal, and did it witha 
secrecy that prevented his brethren from opposing themselves to his 
generous undertaking. 

Too many among us, although called to the Christian warfare, 
seek to live in the world, and are influenced by its maxims and spi- 
rit. My dear brethren, let me boldly declare, that they who che- 
rish such a temper of mind, bear in vain the name of pastors, they 
are strangers to the holiness of principle and conduct which their 
office demands. The certificates and diplomas they may receive 
will only prove lying and insignificant titles. If called to the pas- 
toral office, their rash acceptance will form an act of accusation 
against them before God, to which they can have nothing to answer. 

he imposition of hands, which they shall receive, will leave on 
their dishonoured heads the seal of eternal reprobation! This is no 
figure of rhetoric; it is the exact truth, such as it appears to me, and 
must appear to you, if you have studied the Holy Scriptures, and 
believe them to contain the will of God. 

Young ministers of Christ, the first evidence you must give of your 
courage and devotedness, is to cast down the altar of Baal; is to 
trace between yourselves and the world a broad line of demarca- 
tion, to announce yourselves as the servants of the Redeemer, and 
to adopt a language and conduct which will evidence, beyond all 
doubt, that your minds are matured by the study, and animated b 
the spirit of the gospel. For this, you doubtless will be Mateed. 
The very brethren of Gideon rose up against him in great fury. 
Yours may be the first to condemn your conduct, because it con- 
demns theirs.—They will not say with the ferocious inhabitants of 
Ophrah, “Bring him out that he may die;” but they will attack you 
with the weapons of ridicule. They will insult, meanly traduce you; 
they will embitter all yer words and actions, and, however divided 
among themselves, will readily unite to persecute you. Fear them 
not; be not cast down by unhallowed opposition; rather rejoice that 
you are found worthy to suffer loss, affliction, or reproach for the 
cause you have espoused. Can you anticipate victory without a 
combat? 

He who pretends to the character of a minister of the gospel, 
while he disbelieves the most essential doctrines of that gospel, is 
the vilest and most contemptible of beings.—Miserable comedian! 
he in early life puts on a mask, which he must wear till death. He 
must always feign sentiments to which he is an utter stranger. He 
is called to administer sacraments which he esteems without effica- 
cy; to teach youth what he considers the most absurd fables; and to 
weary the publick with pompous lies, delivered with effrontery from 
the pulpit, which, when he occupies it, is falsely denominated the 
vehicle of truth. He quotes, as inspired of God, a book which he 
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views as the production of fraud and of imposture. He implores the 
aid of the Holy Spirit, and regards his influence as an absurdity. 
He invites us to repeat after him, “I believe in Jesus Christ, the 
only begotten Son of God;” but he degrades Jesus Christ to the rank 
of a mortal, and thus makes him the most criminal of impostors. 
His whole life is an imposition on the credulity of men, and offers 
the most daring outrage to the Diety. I seek, in vain, amidst the 
haunts of turpitude and of crime, in the dungeons of guilt, for a 
monster sufficiently depraved for his associate; equally deserving of 
publick execration. The hypocritical minister appears to me to have 
reached the utmost boundary of guilt. Other sinners feel the mo- 
mentary pang of repentance; but this impious pretender is habitua- 
ted to fraud, perjury, biasphemy, and sacrilege. No dependance 
can ever be ai me on him: he is never out of his part. Let him 
speak, let him act; it is always the comedian you see; it is always 
the comedian you hear. 

Young soldiers of Christ, objects of our tenderest and most san- 
guine hopes, the sacred fire is not totally extinct in our churches. 
We, doubtless, have cause to deplore their languor and decay; still 
the principle of life, to which they owed their former prosperity, 
yet lives in some, may re-animate them all, and, through your exer- 
tions, may display its influence with renewed energy. Seek to be 
deeply impressed with the high importance of your office. No lon- 
ger view it as a trade, as a profession in which you engage for the 
sake of rank and emolument.—Manifest, by your actions, by your 
conversation, by your deportment in worship, by diligent atten- 
dance on the lectures, by unwearied application to study, and by 
the employment of your leisure hours—manifest, I say, the grand 
object, the noble end, you constantly keep in view. And let me 
repeat the important counsel? Cast down the altar of Baal, or re- 
nounce for ever the holy office of the ministry of the gospel. [f your 
ambition only points to places of profit and df hetenr if, in fine, you 
seek, you expect all from the world, openly give yourselves up to 
its pursuits: but if you have higher ideas of your nature and desti- 
ny; if you are looking forward to greater things, and are aspiring to 
a felicity more perfect, more certain, more durable; give yourselves 
up unreservedly to him who alone can bestow it. He commands 

ou as the first condition, to abandon the world, which deceives, 
hatters, and despises you—the world where, except a few rapid 
pleasures, you will only find bitter regrets, and horrible remorse, 
sad forerunners of sorrows from which my mind shrinks with hor- 
rour,and of which it refuses to sketch the dreadful picture. 

What more, my beloved friends, can I say? What motives, what 
expressions, can I employ, to convince, to persuade, to move you, 
and to operate a joyful and durable change? Alas! what effect can 
my words produce, if you disregard even the words of God? That 
word alone, and the assistance of the Holy Spirit, which I constantly 
implore for you, are my only but mane resources. I shall end, 
as I began, with the Holy Scriptures. To you I therefore address 
the words of Elijah: “If the Lord be God, follow him; but if Baal be 
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God, follow him.” I say with the apostle, “If there be therefore 
any consolation in Christ, if any ts of love, if any fellowship 
of the spirit, ifany bowels and mercies, fulfil ye my joys that ye be 
like minded, having the same love, being of one sone and of one 
mind.” Finally, I say to you, with Joshua, “Chose you this day 
whom you will serve; as for me and my house, we will serve the 


Lord.’ 


ee 


DOMESTICK. 


FOREIGN MISSION SCHOOL. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Chauncey Lee, to his friend in the 
vicinity of Boston, dated Colebrook, Conn. May 12, 1818. 

“The Foreign Mission School established at Cornwall, commenc- 
ed operations a year since, under very favourable auspices. It has 
hitherto been instructed by Mr. Edwin W. Dwight, of Stockbridge, 
a candidate for the ministry. It has much interested the feelings 
of the religious publick, as fhe as a thorough knowledge of it has ex- 
tended; and liberal donations have been made among the towns and 
congregations in this vicinity, in the various necessities of life, for 
the support of its members, as they are wholly dependent on chari- 
ty, except what they can earn by their labour, in working one day 
in the week in the winter, and two inthe summer. Their number 
has increased to seventeen, of whom six are natives of Owhyhee, and 
the other Sandwich Islands; two have lately been received from Ota- 
heite; two are aboriginal natives; two from East Indies; and two Chi- 
nese. Three pious New-England youths are also members of the 
school, who are learning the language of Owhyhee, and preparing 
themselves for the same mission, to go with the first that shall be 
sent. About a half a dozen of them are pious. Their improve- 
ment has been rapid; and evinces both gemius and application. Some 
of them have already become guod English scholars—have acquired 
the knowledge of English grammar, reading, penmanship, arith- 
metick and geography. I attended their first annua! examination 
on Tuesday of last week, and was not a little gratified with their 
exercises. (n the day following, was the inauguration of the Rev. 
Herman Dagget, as pripcipal of the institution. He is a worthy 
man, and a man of science, and has had long experience in the bu- 
siness of instruction. An occasion so new and interesting, collect- 
ed a great concourse of people. A very appropriate and animating 
discourse was then delivered by Rev. Mr. Harvey of Goshen, from 
Psalm xx. 5. Inthe name of our God, will we set up our banner.— 
After the sermon, Mr. Daggett was inducted into office, anu deli- 
vered an appropriate and evangelical address. ‘This was followed 
by an affectionate valedictory from Mr. Dwight, to his pupils; and 
a prayer by Rev. Dr. Chapin. 

The exhibitions of the pupils followed.—An English declama- 
tion was spoken by Simon Annanee, an aboriginal from Canada; and 
another with much animation and correctness by George Tomorree. 
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A dialogue was then spoken in the Owhyhee language, by four of 
the Owhyhee youths, with animation and propriety. Thomas 
Hopoo, who had a part in the dialogue, closed the performance with 
an address to the audience: it was introduced in the most striking 
manner. After two of his on had sung one of the rude, 
bargarous songs of Owhyhee, of which I can give you no adequate 
description, Hopoo, who 1s a’professor of religion, broke out in the 
following tender and animated apostrophe to the audience. “Such,” 
{pointing to the two singers) “my dear christian friends, are the 
highest amusements of Owhyhee:—these are the sublimest joys my 
poor ignorant countrymen can boast. They know nothing of that 
Got who made the world, nor of that Saviour who died to redeem 
it: They worship dumb idols; and chant their stupid hosannas to 
gods of wood and stone. O pity them—pray for them and send 
them the gospel. They are daily perishing for the want of those 
blessings you enjoy. Divine providence has cast us upon your 
shores, and upon the arms of your charity. The fruits of your be- 
nevolence we have richly shared, and we humbly thank you. Our 
bodily wants have been bountifully supplied by your liberality; and 
by your kind instruction and prayers, we are made acquainted with 
the Saviour, and our souls have been fed with the bread of life, 
which came down from heaven. We burn with desire in due time 
to return and impart it to our poor ignorant countrymen.” In this 
pathetick strain, and tenderly noticing the lamented death of their 
beloved and pious Obookiah, he continued his address about fifteen 
minutes. Every heart beat high with sympathetick emotions, and 
every eye was streaming. ‘The impression was altogether irresisti- 
ble. The exercises closed with a liberal contribution for the school. 

My mind was forcibly struck with asentiment advanced by Mr. 
Harvey in hissermon. The thought was new, and appeared pro- 
phetick. I can quote only his thoughts:—This institution, though 
open for all heathen youth of good promise, is yet particularly and 
principally designed for evangelizing the natives of Owhyhee, and 
the other Sandwich islands. This field of missionary labour, is 
evidently reserved and designated by divine providence, for the 
missionaries of America. The society islands far south, the Bri- 
tish missionaries for years past have occupied, and lately with glo- 
rious success: The Sandwich islands, nearly west from us, are yet 
unoccupied with missions, and are evidently reserved forus. Alas, 
that we are so tardy in our operations. But the heathens of those 
islands are to be given to Christ, by our instrumentality. But we 
stop not here. This :s but the stepping stone to our extended mis- 
sionary enterprise. Ihe conversion of Owhyhee will be but the 
dawn ofa still brighter day. These islands will form a missionary 
station, and a depot of gospel blessings, to the immense savage po- 
pulation on the western shore of the American continent, to the 
highest habitable latitude. Owhyhee will be our best route to our 
western brethren: and we will meet them, and shake hands with 


them at the foot of the White Mountains.” 
Yours, &c. CHAUNCEY LEE. 
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From THE Oun10 EaGLe. 


A-list of Circuits within the bounds of the Baltimore Conference of 


the Methodist Episcopal Church, together with the names of the 

Preachers on the circuits and stations, as fixed at their late an- 

nual conference held in the city of Baltimore for the year 1818. 
BALTIMORE DISTRICT.—Nelson Reed, P. E. 


Fell’s Point—John Davis. 
Baltimore City.—Joshua Wells, Christopher Freye, Beverly 


Waugh. 


Baltimore Circuit—Richard Tydings, Jas. Taylor. 
Great Falls—Henry Smith, James Reid. 
Montgomery—John Childs, John Macklefresh. 
Severn—W illiam Butler, Mordecai Gosnell. 
Annapolis—Job Guest. 

Calvert—John C. French, Thos. Jamison. 

Prince George—Joseph Toy, T. Beacham. 


POTOMAC DISTRICT.—Jos. Freye, P. E. 


Berkeley—John G. Wett, Henry Furlong. 
Winchester—Thomas Kennerley, William C. Morrison. 
Loudoun—Nicholas Willis, John Bear. 
Stafford—George Brown, R. M‘Alister. 
Lancaster—Thomas C. Thornton, Morris Covert. 
Fairfax—Alfred Griffith. 

Alexandria—Caleb Reynolds. 
Georgetown—Thomas Burch. 

Foundry—John Emery. ° 
Washington—Richard Hunt. 
Fredericksburgh—Andrew Hemphill. 


GREENBRIER DISTRICT.—Gerard Morgan, P. E, 
Rockingham—Tobias Reily, Wm. Barnes. 
Staunton—Robert Cadden. 

Bottetourt—James Paynter, Jesse Lee. 

New River—Basel Barry, J. Tanehill. 

Monrve—James Watts. 

Greenbrier—Robert Boyd. 

Pendleton—John Watson, J. L. Bromwell. 

Alleghany.—James M‘Coun. Wm. Munroe, Samuel Kennerly. 
CARLISLE DISTRICT—Jacob Gruber, P. E. 

Hartford—Eli Henkle, John, W. Bond. 

Carlisle—Samuel Davis, Edward Matthews. 

Juniatta—J. Moore. 

Huntington—Thomas Beaks, R. Vinton. 

Bedford—James Sewell. 

Somerset—Jacob Snyder, James Wilson. 

Auckwick—Thomas Larkin, W. Hamilton. 


Chambersburgh—Hamilton Jefferson, Frederick Stier. 
Frederick—S. G. Roszel, Y. Peyton. 
Little York—Daniel Hall. 

















THECHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


MONONGAHELA DISTRICT.—Asa Shinn, P. E. 


Monongahela—Asbury Pool, Samuel Cushing. 
Harrison—John Connarly, Nathaniel B. Mills. 
Greenfield—John West, G. Irwin. 

East Wheeling—John Waterman, Amos Barnes. 
Ohio—Thornton Fleming, Joseph Carper. 
Pittsburg—Lewis R. Fectig. 

Connellsville—James Reily, Henry Beker, P. Buckingham. 
Redstone—Samuel Montgomery, S. P. V. Gillespie. 


GERMAN MISSIONARY.—L. Everhart. 


Probationers.—Thomas Beacham, Jesse Lee, John Tanchill, 
James Moore, R. Vinton, Yerbarton Peyton, W. Hamilton, Samuel 
Cushing, G. Erwin, Perigrine Buckingham. 

Located this year.—Ezra Glover, John Everhart, Daniel Stans- 
bury, R. Buckington, Caleb Leach. 

oined the Philadelphia Conference.—William Ryland, James 
Smith. 


——-> + 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 
Extract of a letter from the Rev. Obed Wilson to a friend dated 
Bingham, Me. May 20, 1818. 


Dear Sin—The revival of religion in Cornville, commenced in 
the latter part of December last. Between 70 and 80 persons of 
different ages have since that time publickly professed their faith in 
Christ, and many more have hopefully received the “precious gift.” 
God only knows how many will hold out to the wi, and receive 
everlasting life. 

The reformation has been equally great in the towns of Clinton, 
Fairfield, Canaan, Athens, and North Hill—is rapidly spreading in 
the town of Bloomfield, and making its appearance in some parts of 
Norridgewalk, "we understand that a number of towns eastward, 
have been visited by the Spirit of God and the wilderness blossoms, 
“This is the Lord’s doing, and marvellous in our eyes.” Ministers 
of different denominations, have been labouring in the same field, 
and such a spirit of forbearance, harmony and love as they have ex- 
hibited I never saw before, in similar circumstances. How long 
this will continue I know not—God grant it may be for ever. 

I spent the last. Sabbath in this town—preached three times and 
had not a doubt but “the Spirit helped my infirmities.” Our meet- 
ing at five o’clock was one of the most joyful I ever witnessed; the 
glory of Immanuel filled the house; tears of joy and sorrow flowed 

own almost every face, and praise burst from many lips. A hap- 
pier congregation, I know not that I ever saw before. My healthis 
miserable—but I hope I can say with the poet, 

“And let this body fail 
And let it faint and die, 
My soul shall quit this mournful yale 
And soar above the sky.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


CONVERSION OF A MAHOMETAN. 


Extract from the Memoirs of the late Brother Winiger who with 
several other Missionary Brethren; resided, about thirty years 
ago, a considerable length of time in Egypt. 


One day, for recreation’s sake, we entered (Brother Winiger 
writes) a large and beautiful garden, situated on the river Nile. 
The proprietor of it, an Aga, richly attired, saluted us in a very 
friendly manner, and inquired whether all of us were Brethren, and 
of one and the same religion? Being answered in the a‘firmative, 
he turned towards me and said. Why dost thou wear a beard, and 
thy brethren wear none? Surely thou art a priest.” He would 
not give credit to my assertion, when I told [ did so merely for 
convenience sake, but reiterated, “Thou art a priest; do not detain 
my soul! I have prayed to God Almighty that He would suffer me 
to become acquainted with a man who could tell me what I must 
do to be saved; and God has given me this answer—that a man 
would one day enter my garden, and he would tell me what I should 
do. Thou art the man; I’m sure of it; so now only speak out thy 
mind freely?” 

I replied that it was out of my power to tell him, a Mahometan, 
what he must do to be saved; he might cousult the clergy of his reli- 

iow on thishead. He rejoined, “I am thoroughly convinced that 
myse!f, as well as all the followers of Mahomet are not walking in 
the right way. There must be a something else, whereby we are 
saved, and thou must tell me in what that consists.” He added, 
«TI am well aware, that our conversation will be death to us ifthe 
news of it transpires however, do not fear, thou art dealing with an 
honest man—the secret shall not escape my lips!” While he spoke 
this he was so much affected that myself was also sensibly moved 
by it. 

yeWell then,’’ said I,°*T will tell thee what a Christian must do te 
be saved.” 

He now conducted me under the shade of a fig tree, saying, 
“Come, thou nan of God; here, where [ have prayed to God so often 
thou shalt tell me what I shall do!”’ 

During silent aspirations to my Saviour for his aiding grace, I 

ve this ignorant man a concise account of Scripture history till to 
the crucifixion and ascension of our Lord. He listened with pro- 
found attention, and on being informed that Jesus had re-ascended 
up to heaven before the eyes of his disciples, he raised his hands to- 
wards heaven, exclaiming, O Jesus, thou who sitteth at the right 
hand of God, have mercy on me! be my Saviour also!” Several 
times he repeated this prayer, with eyes overflowing with tears; and 
the Saviour of sinners deigned to grant unto this sinner, crying for 
mercy, a lively sensation of his peace, and a saving view of his atone- 
ment for lost human creatures. Repeatedly did he exclaim, with 
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heart-felt emotion, “Yea, Lord Jesus, I behold thee with thy 
wounds, now I am permitted to call thee my Saviour too!” During 
this interview myself was also pervaded by a happy sensation of the 
gracious presence of Jesus. . 

Next morning, before daybreak, this Turkish gentleman appear- 
ed with a numerous retinue at the door of our house, which at the 
first greatly disconcerted us. I ran up to him, inquiring “What 
art thou about, to fetch so many people along with thee?” He re- 
plied, “These are my mamelukes, (or slaves:) They are ignorant 
of the matter, and have received order to await my return in the 
street. I could endure it no longer without seeing thee and thy 
brethren, and have not slept a wink al! last night for joy.” We had 
a very agreeable conversation with him. and conjointly returned 
our grateful acknowledgements to the Lord for the mercy he had 
shown unto him. 

, As long as we abode in Egypt this Turk remained faithful to the 
Lord.” 


BAPTISM OF A JEW. 


A Converted Jew was publickly baptised at the Episcopal Cha- 
pel on Sunday morning, April the 12th. 

On making application to the minister to be admitted to this or- 
dinance, he stated himself to be in the service of a respectable gen- 
tleman just come from abroad, and then stopping in London on his 
return to Scotland, that having attended divine worshipin company 
with his master, be had, under the blessing of God, been convinced 
of the truth of the gospel, and had come to a fixed resolution of ma- 
king a publick profession of his faith in that name, in which alone 
he now trusted for the pardon of his sins and the happiness of eterni- 
ty. After much personal examination, the result of which was 
highly satisfactory, nothing seemed to be requisite but the testimo- 
ny of his master, as to the truth of his statements and the sincerity 
of his motives. A letter was accordingly written to him, the reply 
to which is of so pleasing a nature, that we cannot refrain from 
subjoining it, though from motives of delicacy we omit the name of 


-its respectable author. 


Sin—I received your letter this morning respecting my servant 
Flias Samuel, who surprised me very much the other day, by in- 
forming me of his being of the Jewish persuasion. The young man 
has lived in my service upwards of six months during which period 
he has regularly attended divine worship at the English church in 
Paris, (Rev. Mr. Forster officiating minister,) also at Brussels, and 
has conducted himself with great propriety and to my entire satis- 
faction. Soon after he came into my service, on my questioning 
him a little on religious subjects, I found him very deficient; ix 
consequence I bought him a prayer book, when he was very soon 
able to repeat the cathecism: at the same time I put a volume of ser- 
mons into his hands, which he studied a good deal, and [ generally 
read one or two tohim every week. From his earnest manner and 
desire to improve himself, on a subject so essential o his well-being. 
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the information I received from him of his being a Jew, you may be 
sure, greatly astonished me. At the same time he stated that fear 
alone was the reason of his not making this circumstance known to 
me an earlier period, and also that he had for some months come to 
a fixed and firm resolution of receiving Christian baptism the very 
earliest pppestacity. This resolve I was truly happy to hear, and [ 
desired him to apply to the Secretary of the London Society, where 
he would receive every information on the subject. The young 
man’s character since he lived with me in my service, has been 
irreproachable, as far as it was possible for me to know; and 
although six or seven months is but a short time to form an opinion 
of it, still, | have very little hesitation in saying, that I believe his 
motives and desire for Christian baptism are most worthy, and his 
profession to be truly sincere. I am, sir, &c. 
To the Rev. Charles Hawtrey. 





THE FLEETNESS OF TIME. 
“My days are past away as the swift ship.” 
Yes—dark is the storm-beaten mariner’s way, 
As o’er the blue bosom of occean he glides; 


But darker the tempest of life’s fleeting day, 
And colder the storm that hangs over its tides! 


Poor wanderer! thy rest is the rest of the grave— 
No hour shall thy dawning of pleasure restore; 

For the beam that at morning illumined the wave, 
Now sinks into darkness and lights thee no more. 


And thus shall the soul that is bound to the world, 

And drinks the bright draught of its pleasures awhile, 
At eve be afar on its dark waters hurl’d, 

The slave of its fondness, betray’d by its smile. 


Yet how can the bosom, unheeding resign, 
The hopes it has cherish’d, the joys it has known, 
Sheuld no beam from on high, with effulgence divine, 
Shed its light on the path, where we wander alone. 


O Txuov! who with goodness, unceasing divine, 
Dost calm the rude waves of the merciless sea, 
May this bosom, whatever its trials, be thine, 
And where’er it shall wonder be fix’d upon thee! 


Then long may the wild warring elements rave; 
They move not the soul from its tranquil abode; 
For calm as the skies, is the evening wave, 
And the spirit exalted, ascends to its God. 


—_——— 
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